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STUDENTS FROM FRANCE AND CHICAGO BAND TOGETHER FOR
JAZZ CONCERT AT CANTIGNY PARK

Free performance on March 22 honors the legacy of African-American soldiers
from Chicago who made history in World War |

Wheaton, Ill., March 15, 2018 — Student musicians from two high schools, one in
France and one in Chicago, are joining together at Cantigny Park on Thursday, March
22, to play a jazz concert honoring a Chicago-based African-American military regiment
that served under the French in World War I.

Sixty students from Martin Luther King Jr. High School (King College Prep), Chicago,
and the Gérard de Nerval school in Soissons, France, will perform. Students from
Chicago Military Academy will present the colors.

The concert, open to the public, is dedicated to the 370" U.S. Infantry regiment from
Chicago, one of the few African-American combat units to serve in World War . The
370", from the city’s Bronzeville neighborhood, was organized in the 1870s as the
Eighth Infantry of the lllinois National Guard (the “Fighting Eighth”). A documentary
about the historic regiment, renowned for its valor, recently aired on PBS television.

The nonprofit Friends of the Victory Memorial has organized a full day at Cantigny Park
for the students, including the evening concert. The Friends group is dedicated to
maintaining the memory of the 370™ and caring for the Victory Monument that stands in
the regiment’s honor at 35" and King Drive in Chicago.

Additional sponsors include the First Division Museum at Cantigny Park and the lllinois
WWI Centennial Commission. 2018 marks the 100" anniversary of the end of World War
I, on November 11, 1918.

The March 22 concert begins at 7 pm at Le Jardin inside the Cantigny Visitors Center. It
is free to attend, including parking, but advance registration is required due to limited
seating. To register, go to Cantigny.org or call 630.260.8162.

HitH
About Cantigny Park
Cantigny Park, part of the Chicago-based Robert R. McCormick Foundation, is the 500-
acre Wheaton estate of Robert R. McCormick (1880-1955), long-time editor and
publisher of the Chicago Tribune. It is home to the McCormick House, First Division
Museum, display gardens, picnic grounds, walking trails and a Visitors Center with
banquet and dining facilities. More information, including hours, directions and upcoming
events is online at Cantigny.org. Cantigny Golf, adjacent to the park, features a 27-hole
championship golf course, full-service clubhouse, Cantigny Golf Academy and the 9-hole
Cantigny Youth Links. For more information, visit CantignyGolf.com.
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